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Theatre Critiques
FOR TECHS  
A critique is an evaluation of a performance of a play or musical.

The critique should contain four paragraphs.

Use MLA Format for your heading and margins.

Two critiques are required per semester
Fall:

#1:  December 13th 
#2:  January 2ed
Spring:

#3:  February 2ed
#4:  April 13th 
After you watch the play, walk up to the front of the house and look at the stage closely.  Look at the rigging system, FOH setup, and lighting instruments.  If you can, drop by the tech booth and speak to the technicians.  Ask them how the design was executed.  Most technicians (in community theater at least) will be happy to discuss tech with you! 


Short Paragraph 1 - The Basics 



Introduce the name of the play, author, place of performance, date of performance, and director. 


In a few sentences talk about the basic theme of the play and discuss the general plot. 

Paragraphs 2 & 3 – The Design-BE DETAILED AND SPECIFIC
React to two elements of the play’s design. Be sure to include the names of the designers. 

Choose one topic from the following list for one paragraph and another for the next paragraph.

Set: Did the set establish the correct mood and background for the play? If so, what SPECIFIC elements helped you understand the action?  If not, what would have you done differently if you had designed the set?  Also, comment on any “special effects” done with the set (flying set pieces, vanishing characters, ect).  Discuss HOW they achieved the “special effects.”  
Lights: Did the lighting convey the proper mood, emphasis, and illumination? Make sure you mention one SPECIFIC instance where the lighting made you FEEL something not only created by the actors. What MOOD was created?  As a lighting designer, what would have you done differently? Also, comment on any “special effects” done with the lighting or pyrotechnics.  Discuss HOW they achieved the “special effects.”  

Be SPECIFIC

Costumes & Make Up: Were the costumes and makeup true to the period and characters?  Did either element ever get in the actor’s way?  What could you INSTANTLY tell about the characters based off of their costumes and make up?  Were any of the costumes or make up designs confusing or unclear?  If so, how?  How could you change the design to improve clarity of time period, location, or character?
Sound: How did the sound effects and music contribute to the show's mood (what mood did they create)?  Did the mood go well with the play or did it seem disconnected? Were the actors always heard? If you had chosen the sound for this production, what music would you have chosen to clearly set the theme, mood, and introduce the feeling of the play?  What equipment could this show have used to improve the QUALITY of the FOH amplification system (if any)?  Was the sound particularly impressive at any point?  Why?  What effects did they use to create these effects?
Short Paragraph 4 - The Reaction 

What was your opinion of the play as a whole? Don't be generic.  Avoid phrases like: “two thumbs up” or “three out of five stars”

MLA Guidelines for Papers

Recommendations are based on the MLA Handbook for Writers of Research Papers. 

Paper: Use white, 8 1/2- by 11-inch paper. Do not submit erasable, colored, shiny paper, or pages obviously torn out of a spiral notebook.

Fonts: Use 12 point font. Avoid ornate fonts; use standard fonts such as Times, Ariel, Palatino, or New York.  Do not use italics for underlining titles of books or long poems: underline book, movie, and television program titles where necessary. 

Format: Leave a one-inch margins around the entire text of your paper. Paragraphs should be indented

half an inch; longer quotations (more than four typed lines) should be indented an inch from both margins.

Spacing: Any typed work should be double-spaced.  Do not add extra spaces between paragraphs.

Binders: Do not trap assignments in a binder.  A staple in the upper left-hand corner will suffice.

Documentation: Each time quotations are used in your text, you must document them. Sources that have influenced you must also be documented. Quoted passages should follow this format:

"Ever since my mother left us that April, I knew they would all leave eventually, one by one" (59).

When quoting more than one source, include the author's name before the page number.

The book’s full title should be listed in a list of works cited at the end of the paper. If it is obvious who a quotation comes from, the author's name may be omitted. Under no circumstances should “p.” or “pg.” ever be used in citing your sources.

Title:  Please use a creative title (NOT CRITIQUE).





































