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Mr. Ringsted

Theatre Critiques
For Musical Theater Actors  
A critique is an evaluation of a performance of a play or musical.

Use MLA Format for your heading and margins.
Two critiques are required per semester
To be a student of theatre, you must actually see theatre.  Even though simply going to a show can be educational, you learn much more when you think about specific elements of the performance.  This is why you must see three live plays per semester and write critiques on each one.

Procedure:

· Go see a live play or musical.

· One play must be produced by a college theater troupe or professional troupe.

· The other critique must be on one of the school plays.

· Ballets, operas, and other forms of performance are NOT allowed—only straight plays and musicals.

· Take a small notepad and pen with you to take notes during the show.

· Make sure to KEEP YOUR TICKET STUB AND PROGRAM.

· Write a critique of the performance.

· WITHIN ONE WEEK of seeing the performance, turn in your critique.

· If you see a play on a Thursday night, you must turn in your critique by the next Thursday.

· If you see a play on a Saturday, you must turn in your critique by the next FRIDAY!

· You must turn in your program or ticket stub with your critique!

Due Dates:

· I suggest you write your critique within ONE WEEK of your viewing.

· In order to prevent people from waiting until the end of the semester to see two plays, you will have to turn in critiques on or before a certain date.

· You can turn them ALL in BEFORE these dates, but you can’t turn them in AFTER these dates:

· The four critiques are due on or before the following dates (I WILL NOT ACCEPT LATE WORK):
Fall:

#1:  December 13th
#2:  January 2ed
Spring:

#3:  February 2ed
#4:  April 13th
· You will receive 25 points maximum for each critique, and 10 points of extra credit for every critique you turn in above and beyond the required two.

PLEASE WRITE YOUR CRITIQUE #, NAME, AND YOUR CLASS PERIOD ON THE TOP OF YOUR PAPER.  I grade 300 critiques per semester in five different classes, please identify what period and class you are in for ease of sorting and grading!

Note:  You may not critique a show you are performing in.  You MAY critique a show you are running tech for.
Critique Format for a 5-paragraph critique

Short Paragraph 1 - The Basics 



Introduce the name of the play, author, place of performance, date of performance, and director. 


In a few sentences talk about the basic theme of the play and discuss the general plot. 

Paragraphs 2 & 3 - The Acting—Be detailed
· React to two of the performers in the play. Be sure to use their names. 

· Were they believable: true to the play, the production, and the theatrical conditions?  If they were not, how could they have played the part in a more believable way?
The following items should be discussed in your review. 
You should respond with more than “yes” or “no” answers. 

· VOICE: volume, tempo, vocal quality, interpretation, articulation? 
· Musicals:  Pitch, “purity of voice”
· BODY: Were the gestures, movement, and business suitable to the characters? 
· Musicals:  Dance ability; smoothness of movements; synchronization 
· EMOTIONS: Were reactions true? Climaxes achieved in the play by characters?
· Musicals:  Ability to “sell the song” 
· RELATIONSHIPS: Was there teamwork? Proper actor interactions with others? 

· PROJECTION: Project orally and visually to the audience? 

Paragraph 4 - The Design 

The following items should be briefly discussed in your review. 
You should respond with more than “yes” or “no” answers. 

· SET: Did the set establish the correct mood and background for the play? 

· LIGHTS: Did the lighting convey the proper mood, emphasis, and illumination? 

· COSTUMES & MAKE UP: Were the costumes and makeup true to the period and characters?

· SOUND: How did the sound effects and music contribute to the show's mood? 
  

Paragraph 5 - The Reaction 

The following items should be discussed in your review. 
You should respond with more than “yes” or “no” answers. 

· Was the audience attentive? Interested?

· Did the audience respond at the proper times with the proper emotions?

· And most importantly, what was your opinion of the play as a whole? 
